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UK higher education 
institutes are lobbying to get 
the commission to accept the 
idea of credits based on learning 
outcomes rather than length of 
study. But within the UK, Scottish 
and Welsh universities are already 
implementing credit systems 
compatible with the European 
Commission’s system. 
The Bologna process objectives 
enthuse many people. George 
Winckler, president of the 
European University Association, 
believes it is already bearing fruit. 
“Bologna, although a voluntary 
process underpinned neither 
by a new treaty nor by any new 
bureaucracy, has produced great 
change in higher education in a 
short space of time, shattering 
myths that the sector is slow to 
respond to new social demands,” 
he says.
Other moves are helping to 
galvanise the process such as 
that by Melbourne University 
(see next feature). And other 
universities are seeking to 
harmonise and internationalise 
their courses. The University of 
Colorado at Boulder, Dublin City 
University and the University of 
Woollagong in Australia have 
teamed up to offer a BSc degree 
in international science. Part of 
the project involves regular video 
conferencing between students 
on the three campuses as a 
way of developing international 
perspectives on international 
scientific issues. 
But establishing the 
programme, like the Bologna 
process, was not without its 
difficulties. Creating an agreed 
syllabus and forms of assessment 
that can be used across three 
different higher education systems 
has proved difficult. The degree 
plan was almost abandoned soon 
after the universities first got 
together, but now several other 
universities have asked if they can 
get involved too.
“Few ministers who gathered 
in Bologna in 1999 to sign 
the declaration imagined they 
were setting in motion a reform 
movement that would have such 
dramatic impact and lead to a 
higher education area by 2010”, 
says Winckler. “Yet this is now 
within our grasp.”Earlier this year, the University 
of Melbourne launched the 
Melbourne Model, a sweeping 
range of changes to course 
and degree structures at the 
university. The Melbourne Model 
incorporates the ‘three plus two 
plus three’ degree structure 
outlined by the Bologna process 
along with elements of the 
American model of so called 
‘liberal education’ in an effort 
to provide ‘both breadth and 
depth’ to undergraduate degrees. 
Under the model, students will 
have a choice of six three-year 
undergraduate degrees, Bachelor 
of Arts, Biomedicine, Commerce, 
Environments, Music, or Science. 
Professional degrees, including 
teaching, law and medicine, will 
become graduate degrees.
 To introduce greater breadth 
into undergraduate degrees, 
Melbourne University is taking a 
lead in streamlining its courses for 




aheadat least one quarter of courses 
taken must be from outside the 
student’s core program, similar to 
American undergraduate degrees. 
In the final year ‘capstone’ 
subjects will be introduced to 
draw together the core subjects 
and place them in a broader 
context. This may involve research 
projects or work experience. The 
number of undergraduate places 
will be reduced, while graduate 
places will be substantially 
increased to provide sufficient 
access to professional degrees. 
The switch to the Melbourne 
Model has been driven by several 
factors, chief among them an 
aim to improve the quality of 
education. It is hoped the new 
model will enhance the ‘cohort 
experience’ of students through 
the core subjects that all students 
within a degree programme will 
take. The model is also designed 
to give clearer coherence within 
degree programmes through 
the reduced number of course 
streams, and it places a stronger 
emphasis on the transition from 
student to professional through 
the capstone subjects.
Other factors driving the 
switch include the substantial 
decline in public funding for 
Australian universities (guaranteed Playing fields: Melbourne University hopes new course plans will widen the recogni-
tion of its courses. (Photo: University of Melbourne.)
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Flower Show in London aimed 
to highlight Linnaeus’ curiosity 
and passion for nature. The 
garden was commissioned by 
the Swedish government and 
coordinated by the National 
Tercentenary Committee in 
Stockholm.
Traditional materials and 
simple plants were used 
to flag the Swede’s love 
of nature and some plants 
were even obtained from 
Linnaeus’ summer estate. The 
garden highlighted golden 
maidenhair, one of Linnaeus’ 
London tributes 
to Linnaeus
One of the world’s most famous 
flower shows played tribute 
last month to Carl Linnaeus, 
the Swedish botanist who 
laid the foundation for plant 
and animal classification, 300 
years after his birth as part of 
an international set of events 
to mark the anniversary. The 
show garden at the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s Chelsea 
Swedish feel: This show garden at last month’s Chelsea Flower Show in London 
celebrated the 300th anniversary of the birth that week of the great Swedish bota-
nist, Carl Linnaeus. (Photo: Royal Horticultural Society.)Commonwealth funding to the 
University of Melbourne for this 
year amounts to only 15 per 
cent of the teaching budget), 
the importance of international 
rankings, and international 
competition. With Europe moving 
toward a uniform degree structure 
and other countries, including 
China, eyeing these changes, the 
Melbourne Model will provide 
global mobility to students, 
making these degrees attractive to 
international students but also to 
Australian students interested in 
studying or working overseas.
These ‘new generation’ degrees 
are very different in structure 
to what some alumni are now 
affectionately referring to as 
‘heritage degrees’ and will set 
the University of Melbourne 
apart from all other Australian 
universities. Some qualifications 
will take longer to obtain and 
undergraduates may not be 
guaranteed entry into professional 
courses — graduate intake will 
be approximately 50 per cent 
of undergraduate intake. There 
is some concern that student 
numbers will drop and that the 
brightest students will choose 
other universities over Melbourne 
in order to gain guaranteed entry 
into their desired professional 
course or to achieve their 
qualifications in a shorter time. 
On the other hand, the Melbourne 
Model has met with a positive 
response from politicians, alumni, 
and, importantly, employer groups. 
Indeed, in a recent discussion 
paper on higher education, the 
Federal Minister for Education, 
Julie Bishop, suggested that 
changes such as these may be 
essential if Australian universities 
want to maintain their share 
of the lucrative international 
student market. The launch 
was also accompanied by the 
announcement of an extensive 
new scholarship scheme to 
ensure equity of access to the 
new degrees. The expectation 
is that ultimately the greater 
mobility of the new degrees and 
the anticipated desirability among 
potential employers will outweigh 
the concerns.
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